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When I participated in the IPCRI Education for Peace Conference in Antalya conference (November 2006), I was pleased by the atmosphere.  Still, I felt that something was missing:  there seemed to be no possibility of getting into the real issues that shape our lives as Israelis and Palestinians.  Why is it that it seems to be so hard to talk about these issues?  There is a lot of fear involved.  Superficially, we relate nicely to each other; however, when we start sharing our real concerns and thoughts about these issues, we may feel threatened and even abused.  Then, in reaction, we become defensive.  When we are in a defensive mode, we literally stop listening to the other side.  And of course, when we become defensive, we often slip into the aggressive mode.
So, how can we create a situation in which we can sit together and REALLY share our deepest thoughts and feelings without becoming fearful and thus defensive?  In this presentation, I wish to offer a way in which we can do that.

Many of us know something about non-violent communication, about compassionate listening, and about accepting the other.  But we forget about these fine principles under two situations:  a) when we are frightened, and b) when our own egos get in the way.  There are so many situations when these things may happen, that it seems clear that dealing with them will requires a continuous process over a long, period time, meetings in which participants are constant and committed.  This presentation is only the first of many possible such meetings.  Since the IPCRI Peace Education conferences will take place several times each year, this seems to be a fortunate and appropriate venue for continuing this process.
I believe that we must learn to discuss statements and points of view about which we do not agree, even if they seem totally unacceptable, without getting enraged or upset.  I suggest that if we can be aware that listening to each others' positions does not require that we agree, we will be able to proceed.

Here, I would like to offer us all the opportunity to talk about the volatile problem of Jerusalem.  This issue clearly has repercussions for both Palestinians and Israelis.  Yet, we rarely talk about it!  Now is our chance.  
Required equipment:  Flipchart, or White board and markers.  Chairs that can be moved into a circle. This presentation requires two sessions of 90 minutes each, one on FRIDAY and one on SHABBAT.
