
Annual Report of International Jerusalem Peace Acad emy Activities 2008 
 
16 Weekend Seminaries on “Kabbalah and Meditation ” in Germany 
 
March 27th to 29th 2008: Spiritual Pilgrimage to (Ancient) Egypt & Mount Hor eb, Sinai  
(download); 

April 11th & 12th 2008: Peace Education Workshop at the Tantur Center, Jerusalem, organized by 
IPCRI; Presentation: How can we talk about Mayor Issues between Israelis  and Palestinians? 
(download “Mayor Issues”)  

  

June 16th to 20th 2008 : "Inter-religious Peace Summit "  in Jerusalem (download Summit);  

June 11th to 12th 2008 : Interfaith Meeting in Delhi with Jonathan Granoff , International Security 
Institute (USA), Imam Ahmed Ilyasi , All India Association of Imams and Mosques (India) and Dr. 
Ahmed Ifthikar Khwaja , Interfaith Harmony Foundation (India);  

 
  

June 19th to 25th 08 : Presentation at the "19th Crans Montana Forum" in Monte Carlo/Monaco: 
"The Symbol of Jerusalem in the tree Abrahamic Reli gions" & "The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict"; 
for more information and downloads see: Crans Montana Forum: "The Symbol of Jerusalem", "The 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict";  

In 2008 The Jerusalem Peace Academy & The Club of Budapest World Shift Network were invited by 
the Crans Montana Forum to participate in its 19th Annual Conference in Monte Carlo (Monaco) from 
June 26th - 28th. The Forum was held under the headline of "The New Role of the Mediterranean" 
including themes reaching from Cultural Integration, Security, Intercultural Relations, the Impact of 
Religions, Economy and the Situation in the Middle East. We registered a strong presence of the Gulf 



States and despite its endeavor to have equality in the Forum we faced a disproportionally high 
presence of Muslims in it. 

Following the invitation by the CMF Dr. Benedikt was attending with a delegation of seven international 
personalities presenting on the subjects of "The Symbol of Jerusalem " and "The Role of the EU in 
solving the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict ".  

  

Here is the Schedule;  

Opening Speech by Prince Turki Al Faisal Al Saud (Sound Track) 

1) Panel 1 : The Symbol of Jerusalem in the three Religions of the Book, Sufism and modern Islam:  

a) Presentation of Audrey Kitagawa  

b) Presentation of Eliyahu Benedikt  

c) Presentation of Ahmed Ifthikar Khwaja  

d) Presentation of Imam Umer Ahmed Ilyasi 

e) Statement by Sheikh Abdul Hadi Palazzi 

f) Statement of Egyptian President Anwar al Sadat 

2) Panel 2 : The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and the role of the EU in its possible consolidation:  

3) Ceremony and Conclusion: The Session was concluded with a celebration and the distribution of 
the annual CMF Awards. 

As for the evaluation of the results we feel satisfied, since from our perspective we achieved our 
objective - to build bridges of trust and links with different personalities and organizations of Muslim 
countries, especially the Gulf States and Saudi Arabia, which might help to move forward in laying a 
solid foundation for future Peace agreements between Israel and Palestine. 

Sound tracks: 

a) Presentation of Audrey Kitagawa  

b) Presentation of Eliyahu Benedikt 

c) Presentation of Ahmed Ifthikar Khwaja  



Video tracks: 

a) Presentation of Audrey Kitagawa  

b) Presentation of Eliyahu Benedikt 

c) Presentation of Ahmed Ifthikar Khwaja  

August 19th to 25th: Spiritual Pilgrimage to Holy Assisi: F ollowing the Footsteps of St. Francis 
and meeting with Farther Anthony Elenjimittam , Founder of the Sat-Chit-Ananda Mission in Italy 
 

 �

September 24th to 27th 08: Presentation at the CMF Conference in Sarajavo on "What Role can 
Religions Play in Creating Peace and Stability in t he Region of South-East Europe" ; (download 
Sarajevo presentation);  

  

November 26th to 30th 08 : Presentations at the "Mediterranean Peace Forum" held in Lecce/Italy on 
"The Arab-Israeli Conflict: Scenarios for a Peacefu l Solution"  & "Christian-Muslim Dialogue" ; 
(download Schedule), (download Lecce presentation);  



   
 

January 2nd to 7th 2009: Jewish-Ethiopian Cultural Heritage Exchange Mission in Ethiopia 
(Axum & Addis Ababa) : Meetings with H.H. Abune Paulos, Archbishop of Axum and Patriarch of 
Ethiopia, and Princess Wossen in Addis Abeba; (download Report) 

  
 
 
�


